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The Christian Gospel 


In this issue of the Journal we are privileged 
to start a series of editorials on the theme of 
the Christian Gospel from the pen of Rev. 
Professor J. G. S. S. Thomson, Ph. D., of the 
faculty of Columbia Theological Seminary. ‘The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal wishes to take 
this occasion to add its word of welcome and of 
appreciation with that of the host of friends 
and admirers which Dr. Thomson is making in 
our Church. The Professor is an Edinburgh 
man. There he won his A.B., B.D. and Ph.D., 
there he has taught the last six years. He has 
also done graduate work in Old Testament at 
Oxford. Moreover, he has served with his fine 
Scotch-Irish wife a notable term as missionary 
in Algiers. These servants of God have borne 
the burden and heat of the day, enduring hard- 
ship for Jesus Christ — hardships which took 
the lives of two of their three little ones. Dr. 


Thomson is making a great place for himself in 


the life of the Seminary and of the Church by 
his devout spirit, his loyalty to the Word and 
to the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. He is heard with appreciation in our 
Churches, our Westminster Fellowships, our 
Mission Conferences, and the Inter-Varsity and 
Interseminary Groups. May his bow abide in 
strength and His testimony to our Lord be 


multiplied among us! : 
W.C.R. 


1. The Christian Gospel: 
Introduction 


By J. G. S. S. Thomson 


“The Gospel of Christ” 


This short article is the first in a series of. 


six studies on some aspects of the Christian gos- 
pel. In these studies we shall be concerned 
principally with the first two chapters of the 
Epistle to the Galatians. This is natural be- 
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cause Paul’s main preoccupation in this letter 
is the gospel which he had been sent to preach 
(i Cor. i. 17,). But in this introductory article it 
will be necessary to consider the historical back- 
ground against which the Galatian letter has 
to be set. There are several points which should 
be mentioned. | 


(1) The churches of Galatia had been found. 
ed by Paul in the course of his second missionary 
journey (Ac.xvi.6, A.D.51,). The plural form 
“churches” in Gal. i. 2, suggests that on the occa- 
sion of his first visit Paul’s proclamation of 
the gospel had met with tremendous success. 
The people of Galatia evidently gave the apos. 
tle and his companions a great welcome, and 


accepted the Gospel with terrific enthusiasm. 


So much so that at the conclusion of this first 
visit Paul left behind him communities of 
Christians who had a clear understanding of 
the gospel of the grace of God; a first hand ex- 
perience of the gospel of Christ as the dynamic 
of God unto salvation; and an experiential 
knowledge of the Holy Spirit’s power to con- 
vict, and convert, and liberate from the guilt 


and dominion of sin. The measure of the en- 


thusiastic regard on the part of the Galatian 
converts for their father in God can be gauged 
from Paul’s remark in Gal.iv.14: “Ye received 
me as an angel of God; even as Jesus Christ.” 
It is from this same passage (Gal.iv.13-15,) that 
we learn that Paul had been detained among 
his Galatian converts by illness. But their love 
for Paul was such that they would have plucked 
out their eyes and given them to the sick 
apostle (Gal.iv.15,). 


(2) After this first visit to Galatia, and the 
completion of his second missionary journey 
(Ac.xvili.18-22,), Paul again set out to visit 
Galatia (Ac.xviii.23,). Doubtless his intention 
was to consolidate the work of the previous 
mission. Indeed Luke explains the object of 
this second visit. He says it was in order to 
establish (Gk.: to confirm, make stronger,) all 
the disciples (Ac.xviii.23,). In the letter to the 
Galatian churches Paul distinguishes between 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Mz 


°° °° °° °° °° a 
ip 
tl 
tl 
w 
| 
p 
Bi 
on 
S| 
tl 
it 
eV 
| be 
rl 
W 
le 
the 
he 
Ww 
a 
tle 
ca 
P 

| 
h 
0} 
in 
a 
~ 
¥ 
of 
ve 
I 


a 


the two visits which he paid when he says: “I 
preached the gospel unto you the first time 
(iv.13, RV.,). Now it was on the occasion of 
this second visit that Paul found to his dismay 
that the vividness of the first missionary gleam 
was fading. He noticed signs of spiritual de- 
clension and apostasy that filled him with alarm. 
It was this evidence of defection from the gos- 
pel among his Galatian converts that drew from 
the apostle a sharp warning that evoked no 
small amount of animosity among his children 
in Christ (Gal.iv.16,); but his warnings awoke 
no response of repentance among the believers. 
At the conclusion of this second visit Paul ac- 
complished little, and probably left grieved in 
spirit, and anxious in heart for the future of 
the Galatian churches. | 


(3) Now it was after Paul’s second visit that 
it came to his ears that emissaries from the 
“circumcision” party in the mother Church in 
Jerusalem had gone up to these Galatian 
churches in order to undo the results of Paul’s 
evangelism, and to undermine the confidence 
in, and the esteem for, Paul which the Galatian 
believers had shown. This news filled Paul with 
righteous indignation, and he sat down forth- 
with to write this moving, passionate, pleading 
letter. He doesn’t mince his words in the epis- 
tle. Indeed he writes sheer flame in it because 
he realized that in the Galatian churches there 
was raging a grace-law controversy; and in such 
a controversy everything was at stake. These 
judaizing emissaries from the Jewish party in 
Jerusalem developed a pronged attack 
against Paul. | 


(a) They tried to convince the Galatian 
Christians that Paul was not an authentic apos- 
tle of Jesus Christ. At best his apostleship so- 
called had been received by him at the hands of 
Peter and James, the pillars of the Christian- 
Jewish party. | 

(i) It was this damaging assertion that Paul 
hotly denies in the fiery words with which he 


opens this earnest epistle. Without any prelim- 


inaries he throws down the gauntlet thus: “Paul 
an apostle (not from men, neither through 
man, but through Jesus Christ and God th 
Father who raised him from the dead) ... ” 


(ii) Ihe words in Gal.i.17-19 are also part 
of Paul’s answer to those who denied his apos- 


tleship. There he points out that after his con- 


version there had been no conferring with flesh 
and blood on his part. There had been no 


going up to Jerusalem, cap in hand, to consult 
those who had been apostles before him. In- 
deed he had gone off to Arabia, and then re- 
turned to Damascus; and it was only after a 
lapse of three years that he had gone up to 
Jerusalem, and had passed fifteen days with 
Peter. The only other apostle he had seen dur- 
ing that visit was James. 


(iii) Another fourteen years were to elapse 
before he set foot in Jerusalem again (Gal. 
ii.1,); but again Paul is concerned to point out 
that he had gone up to the Jerusalem leaders 
not as their inferior, not as a suppliant (i1.5,), 


_ but as an apostle in his own right. He went up 


to discuss with them, on the one hand, Christ’s 
call to him to be the apostle to the Gentiles, 
and on the other the message he had been com- 
missioned to proclaim to the Gentiles (ii.2,): a 
call and a message which the other apostles 
heartily endorsed (ii.7-10,). But this brought 
Paul under no obligation of indebtedness so 
far as his apostleship was concerned: “They 
imparted nothing to me,” he says (11.6, RV..,). 


(iv) So much was Paul the equal of his 


fellow apostles that he could even feel free to 


administer a rebuke to Peter himself when the 


occasion demanded (ii.11ff.,). So much, then, 


for the denial by the Judaizers that he was not 


an apostle. 


This brings us to the second aspect of the 
judaizing attack against Paul. The first, as 
we have just seen, concerned his apostleship; 
the second concerned his gospel, and this will 
engage our attention next week. 


Are We Leaving Out 


The Corner-Stone? 
Something Missing 


The corner-stone of God’s redemption of man- 
is His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the 
sole foundation on which rests man’s hope of 
eternal life. 


But for man there is also a corner-stone, a 


transition experience, without which he shall 


not see God. For some strange reason entirely 
too little is said about this necessary event. 


The corner-stone of man’s transition is the 


new birth. Christ makes the necessity of the 


new birth the basis of his conversation with 
Nicodemus and then links this doctrine with 
His Cross and man’s faith. 3 
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Why is so Lt:te said from American pulpits 
on the subject today? Why are there so few 
articles in religious journals having to do with 
the new birth? Why is there so little emphasis 
on this truth in personal counselling and wit- 
nessing? 


Why Is It Neglected? 


The doctrine ot the new birth runs counter 
to man’s opinion of himself. It strikes at the 
pride of man in his own potentialities. 


Regeneration also runs counter to the popu- 
lar heresy of our day — the universal Father- 
hood of God and brotherhood of man. Any 
heresy which makes unregenerate man a child 
of God in the spiritual sense is a heresy of 


the first water, but it is a very popular one 


today. Admitting, of course, that all men are 
God’s children by creation, the biblical con- 
cept of man is that he is a fallen creature, 
separated from God by sin, and that the Father- 
son relationship can only be restored by regen- 
eration — the new birth. 


The new birth is also neglected because ot 
its mystery. Nicodemus tound himself in a 
maze because he confused a biological process 
with a spiritual experience. Our Lord made 
it clear that the new birth is a work of the 
Holy Spirit in the heart of one who accepts 
on faith a supernatural act of God. In other 
words, being born again is a supernatural trans- 
formation in the heart and life of an individual, 
effected by the Holy Spirit and ngade operative 
because of man’s faith. 


Some Substitutes 


Probably the most popular substitute for the 
new birth today is that of Christian education. 
Some seem to feel that if you educate an indi- 
vidual in the things of religion and the Church 
he will gradually grow into a real Christian. 
The only trouble with this theory is that chil- 
dren never grow until after they have been 
born. So a Christian never grows until first 
he has been born again. 


This does not mean that the new birth is 
always evidenced by a blinding conversion ex- 
perience. Paul had such an experience but 
Timothy probably never knew the time when 
the transition took place. The one important 
thing is that there must be a time when one 
passes from death to life, from darkness to 
light, from a destiny separated from God to 
one with Him for eternity. 


There is also a grave danger of confusing 
the teachings of covenant theology. Christian 
parents have a blessed privilege and the chil- 
dren of Christian parents have a precious heri- 
tage, but God has no grand-children. The faith 
of the parents must at some time become, for 
the child, a faith of his own personal experi- 
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ence, at which time and not until which he 
is born again. 


The Effect 


Neglect the doctrine of the new birth and 
chaos results. The problems of the Church 
today are many and one of the greatest is 
that there are so many Church members who 
have never been born again. 


As a result we spend much of our time trying 
to make non-Christians act like Christians; peo- 
ple who are spiritually dead act like they are 
alive; people who are walking in spiritual dark- 
ness try to walk in the light. 


This situation confuses Christians, it con- 


fuses the unregenerate Church member, and. 
it confuses the world. It is a pertect illustra- 
tion of building a house without a foundation; 
of trying to drive a car without a motor; of 
expecting current when there is no generator. 


The Sotution 


The solution entails three things: swallow- 
ing our pride and admitting man’s lost state 
out of Christ. Accepting the biblical revelation 
and evaluation of the necessity for the new 
birth. Finally, acting in simple faith on God's 
glorious offer of regeneration through faith in 
His Son. 


“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 

| —L.N.B. 


Why Not Begin Church 
Unions at Home? 


The vote of the presbyteries against merge! 
with the USA and UP Churches was a surprise 
to everyone. Might it not be a call to consider 
church unions closer home? There are indi- 
viduals and groups scattered over our Assembly 
who have pulled out or been put out of ou 
fellowship, though charged with neither im- 
morality, drunkenness, nor dishonesty. These 
men of good character and orthodox faith, have 
not obeyed their brethren. Now they are in 
independent or other Presbyterian denomina- 
tions, in some cases as individuals, in others as 
congregations. Ought we to be — 
or resigned to such a situation? 


According to the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son, the Father loves each of his sons. He 1s 
sad when either is out of his fellowship and 
happy when each is back in.. Ought not the 
Church to be like the Father? 


Some people wonder whether in some of 
these cases the rights of the defendants were 
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as carefully protected as they are in civil mat- 
ters, or whether in every case they were given 
the consideration our Lord provides in the 
18th of Matthew and the Apostle in the 6th 
of Galatians. In other cases, they may have 
been of a rash or a contumacious spirit, but 


‘the Lord may have since disciplined and mel- 


lowed some of these individuals so that they 
could well be received back at this time. 


Gilbert Tennant was a “hot-gospeller” who 
was largely responsible for splitting the Pres- 
byterian Synod two hundred years ago with his 
sermon on An Unconverted Ministry. But God 
so softened and mellowed Gilbert during the 
alchemy of years that he was just as active in 
bringing the dissevered parts back together 
as he had been in separating them. 


When Calvin was put out of Geneva he first 
blamed his expulsion on the libertines, then 
he saw the hand of the Devil behind them, fin- 
ally faith showed him the holy, loving Hand 
of God above it all. Accordingly, Calvin came 
back when he was recalled to serve the city that 
had exiled him. 


In one case where a group petitioned a pres- 
bytery to. be made a second church, the vote 
was a tie until the Executive Secretary-Mod- 
erator cast the deciding tally against receiving 
them as one of our congregations. Yet the 
Chapel Pastor of the original congregation was 
pressured by the Pastor not to attend. Had 
ihe Chapel Pastor attended he would have 
voted to accept the group as a congregation 
in our Presbytery and the vote would have 
been in their favor. Is the present situation the 
final word of our Church to these Christian 
brethren? 


During the Church-Union issue some of us 
were zealous for the integrity of our Presby- 


terian Church, U.S. Ought we not to be equally 


ealous today that our beloved Church be open 
to these brethren who have been separated 
rom us? Others were and are zealous for union 
and for “ecumenicity.” Ought not this zeal 
to begin at the house of God and find its 
primary issue in restoring to our fellowship 
some of those who have been parted from us? 
When the true Shepherd comes into His flock 
He gathers those who have been scattered and 
brings back those who have been driven away, 
Ezek. 34:11-16 May His Presence and His Voice 
speak in our midst and be heard in our con- 
sregations, presbyteries, boards and appellate 


courts. W.C.R. 
ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Precious Blood 


We ought to understand what Peter meant 
by these words, for in our day blood has be- 
come a very precious thing. Every day we 
hear words like these over the radio; the quota 
for our county is five hundred pints; two hun- 
dred pints have been donated; come and offer 
your blood to save someone. We have our 
‘“Blood-banks” and our blood transfusions, and 
blood has become a very necessary part of hos- 
pital equipment and treatment. 


This blood must (1) Be of the right type, 
(2), It must be given, and (3) It must be re- 
ceived by the person who needs it. 


There is only ONE TYPE of blood that can 
cure a sin-sick soul: 


Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain. 


But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb 
Takes all our sins away, 
A sacrifice of nobler name, 
And richer blood than they. 


This Blood has been GIVEN. The Precious 
Blood tlowed from His body as He hung upon 
the cross: I gave, I gave, My life for thee! 

It has life-giving Power: Power to ransom; 
Power to redeem; Power to justify; Power to 
forgive; Power to cleanse and sanctify; Power 
to save, Who are these? These are they who 
have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. 


Only ONE THING remains; to RECEIVE it: 


My faith would lay her hand 
On that dear head of Thine, 
While like a penitent I stand, 


And there confess my sin. 
—J.K.P. 


To Know Christ 


There is a question each of us should ask 
ourselves: Do I know Christ or do I simply 
have an intellectual knowledge about Him? 


To know Christ is to have His life within 
us, His transforming power strengthening us 


and His love shed abroad in our lives. 


To know about Christ may go no further 
than a cold intellectual assent to His deity and 
the things we read about Him in the Scrip- 
tures. We are told that the devils believe and 
tremble. 


Obviously, to know about Christ is not 
enough. That which He has done for us is to 
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be appropriated by faith, the life which He 
offers us must become a transforming reality 
within us and we come to see ourselves and 
the world about us in His perspective, not 
our own. 


To know Christ means that He brings to 
us a supernatural and transforming experience, 
not necessarily spectacular but none the less 


real. 


The apostle Paul expresses the thought in 
these words: 


To. be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which ts through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which ts of God by faith: 
that I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his suf- 
ferings; being made conformable unto his 
death;”’ 


We must know about Christ but to this there 
must be added the personal experience of His 
indwelling Spirit. One may know about Him 
and be lost, but all that know Him as personal 


Saviour have eternal life. 
+lL.N.B. 


Unto One of the Least of These 
Matt. 25:40 


When one reads the judgment scene in Mat- 
thew twenty-five, he sometimes wonders whether 
we have caught the true note when we proclaim 
faith not works, grace not merit. After all, do 
we return to works in the last assize? 


From such meditations may I suggest that one 
turn with Augustine to Phil. 2:5-11. There the 
Apostle shows us our Lord in the form. of God 
pushing aside all self-consideration, taking the 
form of a slave that He may minister to sinful 
creatures far below Himself in the scale of life. 
Augustine rightly says that this spirit of humility 
which wrought His humiliation is the very heart 
of the Christian religion. And as the Apostle 


calls us to a like mind with Christ it becomes 


the very heart of Christian ethics. 


God has called us into the Kingdom of Grace, 
where as we enjoy His saving grace we ought 
to be gracious particularly to those who, in one 
way or another, are lower than we are on the 
scale of life. We are children of the Father of 
mercies, it becomes us to show the lineaments 
of our Father’s family. As He forgives, let us 
forgive. As He came to save undeserving sin- 
ners, let us give ourselves to minister to the 
needy about us. 


Now the Christian religion inculcates proper 
respect to everyone in his several stations in 
life, whether as superior, inferior or equal. The 
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Commandment is, Honor thy father and thy 
mother. We owe proper regard for those above 
us in the scale of life. But we particularly show 
our Christian spirit by the way we treat those 
below us. The banker who has loaned us a 
large sum, receives our respect—but it is no 
mark of Christian spirit to manifest this attitude. 
Rather we show of Christianity by the way we 
treat those who are indebted to us, who need 
the job we give them, who are down and out. 
Indeed, our Lord Jesus puts this very personally. 
He says inasmuch as ye do it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren ye do it unto me. 
Paul caught the thought when he wrote Phile. 
mon: You owe your salvation to my preaching 
of the Gospel.. Whatever you do for Onesimus 
you are doing for me. 


In the Old Testament the LORD describes 
Himself as the father of the fatherless and the 
judge of the widow. God is the protector and 
the judge of the defenseless person. And woe 
unto us when we misuse him. In the twenty- 
fifth of Matthew, Jesus says that inasmuch as 
we do it not unto one of the least of His breth- 
ren we do it not unto Him. “And these shall 
go away into everlasting punishment.” 


Now I have no doubts about eternal punish- 
ment. But we remember that the Father has 
committed all judgment to the Son because He 
is Son of Man. So before the final judgment 
comes, our Lord and the Lord of those we op- 
press can and will deal with us. When we take 
advantage of some defenseless underling, we 
have his Lord to deal with. And this Lord can 
and will speak to us in judgment through our 
consciences and through the providences of life. 
And when our Lord has sufficently judged us in 
this life, He will forgive us that we be not con- 
demned with the world. May He give us grace 
to think this through our home life, our Church 
life, our busines life—and our dealings with the 
needy of the world. W.C.R. 


McGUFFEY READERS | 


) After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
| original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- | 
) cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now | 
) been completed. Each reader is custom made from ) 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . .. same type 

) and binding. You can now purchase exact copies of } 
| these famous readers at the following price: 

| First Reader - - $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
| Second Reader - - 2.50 Fifth Reader - - - 3.50 
| Third Reader - - 2.75 Sixth Reader - - 3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. S.P.-5, Rowan, Iowa 


_ PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
_ Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and A. 8. 
' degrees. Graduates transfer to best colleges 

as juniors. Professor each ten students. 

Personal attention. Scientific tests and guid- 
ewes ance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. Pre 
as  paratory grades 11 and 12. Member Southern 
Association Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Summer School. 

Louis C. LaMotte, President 

Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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Our Presbyterian Literature: 


Bad? 


By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


One topic of interest now claiming a lot of © 


attention across the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
is our Christian Education program and, es- 
pecially, the calibre of our curriculum. The 
Presbyterian U. S. literature has long been rec- 
ognized for its quality; it has lately come in 
for its share of criticism, especially from the 
standpoint of content. Complaints are being 
heard, here and there, that our literature is 
not sufficiently Buible-centered, Christ-centered 
or Church-centered. Recent advertisements in 
the Church papers and reports from the churches 
themselves indicate that many congregations do 


not use our literature. This year, especially, 


(1957), it is reported that a considerable num- 
ber of women’s groups have turned from rec- 
ommended courses of study to other materials. 


What does all this indicate? Very few, it 
would seem, are altogether (or even reasonably) 
certain. Charges and counter-charges have ruf- 
fled feelings and divided brethren without point- 
ing the way towards constructive improvement 
or even truly clarifying the issue. It seems to 


the writer that the basic area of disagreement 


has not yet been sufficiently defined. 


Generally speaking, the critics of our litera- 


ture and curriculum have alleged that it is not - 


sufficiently Bible-centered, while its defenders 
have replied that the Bible always occupies a 
prominent place in every program. As I see it, 
both have been right. The cons charge that 
the material is not doctrinally sound, to which 
the pros retort that every lesson conforms to 
the Confession of Faith without wavering. As 
I see it again, both have a point. 


The truth of the matter is that “Bible-cen- 
tered” mears something different to different 
people. Ana “doctrinal soundness” is a form 
with many faces. One may study the Bible 
all year and have a woefully inadequate cur- 
riculum. And one may conceivably teach the 
Bible faithfully but with exceeding bad taste 


if he is not careful in his treatment of certain 


material. 


The same principle holds true of a preaching 


‘ministry. One might conceivably preach 52 con- 


secutive sermons that could stand the closest 
doctrinal or biblical scrutiny without meeting 
the spiritual needs of the people. And the issue 
at hand is not whether orthodoxy is satisfied 
by paying one’s respects to the Confession of 
Faith. Nor is it whether heresy is rampant be- 
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cause writers have written something theologi- 
cally off-color. 


No. The issue, as I see it, pertains to some- 
thing more basic, if possible. It has to do with 
the fundamental aim and purpose of religious 
education, with the sense and significance of 
this or that biblical or doctrinal point. 


Moreover, too much of the current debate 
has been negative in its approach. Critics of 
our literature have sought to point out the 
bad and prove it bad. Dissatisfied with the 
material, they have sought to prove it spiritually 
dangerous and destructive. But again, some- 
thing is not necessarily bad just because it 
isn’t good. As I said above, a man may preach 
many sermons that do not minister to the needs 
of his people. That does not mean they are 
necessarily bad or destructive sermons. They 
may simply not be what his people need. 


A distinguished layman of our Church re- 
cently defended our literature with the remark, 
“I doubt that our Sunday Schools are sending 
our children to Hell!” The remark, spoken 
with considerable feeling, missed the point, 
although it followed the line of reasoning most 
people seem to be following. The point, as 
I see it is, “Are our Sunday Schools sending our 
children to Heaven?” There is a difference. 


I do believe that there is a fault which may 
be charged to the account of our Board of 
Education. But I would classify this fault as 
a sin of omission rather than of commission. 
Very few of those who have been outspoken in 
this matter would deny that the material in 
our curriculum is generally constructive and 
good. Most, however, would deny that it is 


altogether adequate or often even appropriate 


as a program of Christian religious education. 


For instance: I have before me two Vacation 
Bible School workbooks, prepared for Juniors. 
The first one is recommended for our use and 
is the familiar “Choosing God’s Way.” ‘The 
other is by a non-denominational publishing 
house and is entitled, ““The Christian’s Life and 
Growth.” 


The recommended text takes the young peo- 
ple through a series of lessons in which prac- 
tical life-situations are examined and met with 
“Christian” attitudes. In these lessons the chil- 


dren are led to see what constitutes fair play 


in situations that might happen to them. They 
are encouraged to develop healthy and con- 
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structive habits of life. They are warned against 
the natural tendency to let tongues, tempers 
and appetites get out of control. And they are 
shown how gossip and prejudice can interfere 
with a good adjustment in life and an effective 
Christian witness. 


The “unauthorized” text, on the other hand, 
takes the young people through the experience 
of acknowledging their need of a_ personal 
Saviour and through the process of accepting 
Christ. As they actually search the Scriptures, 
they are introduced to the Lord as the Living 
Word of God and our Saviour from sin in a 
telling way. They are clearly shown the dif- 
ferent ways in which people may come to know 
Christ as Saviour. They are told why it 1s 
necessary and how they may be born again, 
through faith in the Lord Jesus. The Christian 
life in relation to Christ is demonstrated to be 
a joyful life. And they are led to see how their 
relation to Christ supplies the Power which 
gives them the victory over their future sins and 
temptations. 


To me the difference is both clear and dra- 
matic. No one denies that we must learn to 
choose “God’s Way,” (make good choices) but 
a curriculum that concerns itself with nothing 
else misses, by accident or by design, the cen- 
tral point. I have searched the authorized Va- 
cation Bible School material for years, for such 
a treatment of a person’s necessary relation to 
Jesus Christ as that offered by the “off-brand” 
publishing house, above. I have not found a 
course on one’s need of a Saviour and on the 
manner in which one accepts Jesus Christ as 
one’s personal Saviour anywhere, in any unit, 
at any level, in any year during the past ten 
years. I have noticed that the courses for 1958 
promise to be on “‘Jesus.”” I wonder if the above- 
mentioned emphasis will be included, or if the 
emphasis will be simply on how He went about 
doing good and how we must go about doing 
good too. To date, during my ministry, the 
units have been on where we got our Bible, 
the meaning of church fellowship, living a 
Christian life in the world, Christian ethics 
and Christian social All good, to be 
sure. But not primary!! 


Unfortunately, what I seem to have noticed 
about the Vacation Bible School curriculum 
also seems to be true of our Sunday School cur- 
riculum. I have before me now a Junior text 
on “The Love of God,” which is a series of 
studies in the Gospel of John, published by 
a non-denominational house. It is a workbook 
in which the pupil is clearly led to see why he 
needs Salvation, Who his Saviour is and what 
the effect of accepting Christ must be. To my 
mind this is an appropriate line of study for 
Juniors. —The workbook requires the pupil to 
do a great deal of personal Bible searching. 
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He is asked to answer pointed questions: “What 
does God say of us in Isaiah 53:6?” (All we 
like sheep have gone astray . . . etc.). “List the 
names of Christ found in John 20 that show 
that He is the very Son of God.” “What are 
the three ‘musts’ of Salvation given in John 
32”, “What does Jesus say about hunger and 
thirst in John 6:35?” And “Do you know that 
Christ is the very Son of God and your Saviour?” 


This, for Juniors. Any child using this work- 
book will learn the Bible. He will also learn 
the Plan of Salvation. 


Now I turn to the current (March, 1957) 
lessons for Juniors from our own literature. On 
March 3 the children study “Knowing Jesus 
Better,” with emphasis on His divine mission 
as a Teacher sent from God and as our Friend 
and Saviour. Good. The children are told that 
we must get to know Jesus better, even as the 
disciples knew Him. On March 10, the lesson 
is on “Forgiving Again and Again,” and the 
children learn what they must do when a friend 
uses them badly. March 17, the Juniors study 
“Making our Church Worshipful,” and against 
the background of the cleansing of the Temple, 
they are reminded of what the Christian atti- 


tude is when unscrupulous men try to take 


advantage of their fellow men. On March 24th, 
they learn to “Practice What You Preach,” or 
to make their lives reflect real goodness as they 
serve their fellow men with sincerity. And 
on March 3lst, which lesson is on the. parable 
of the Sheep and the Goats, they study “Helping 
Your Neighbors,” and learn how to perform 
kindly acts of service. 


Again the difference, to me, is dramatic. And 
the difference does not compliment the Presby- 
terian literature. Nor is this an isolated in- 
stance. We will not encounter that other em- 
phasis in April. Or in May. As in the case 
of the Vacation Bible School material, I have 
looked in vain for the above sort of explicit, 
frank treatment of our condition without Christ 
and of the great and holy experience of accept- 
ing Him as a personal Saviour, anywhere, on 
any level of our curriculum. Granted that we 
need to know the other, surely it is not our 
exclusive concern! 


But perhaps there are those who believe that 
the present orientation is already that of Chris- 
tianity’s exclusive concern. That, of course, is 
another matter. But I do not believe it is a 
matter that concerns us here. The current de- 
bate is not between opposing theological camps 
—it is between brethren who are seeking ways 
to improve our literature. 


In my experience, Presbyterian teachers and 
pupils alike can be expected to indicate a 
strong preference for certain of the non-denom- 
inational literature when they are familiar with 
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both and are given the choice. Also in my ex- 
perience, children raised on this literature can 
be expected to display a remarkably superior 
knowledge of the Bible when compared to the 
average Presbyterian who might well reply to 
a question that Abraham was one of the Twelve 
Apostles. 


Reference was made earlier to Women’s 
groups that do not use the “recommended” 
texts. ‘That may occur for a variety of reasons, 
I am sure, and not all of them commendable. 
But one reason why it might occur this year 
(1957) is abundantly clear to me. The sug- 


gested Circle Bible Study is no Bible study. It | 


is largely a series of social studies. Nothing 
wrong with social studies, but the suggested 
Intensive Bible Study, on the other hand, covers 
the same area of social and civic concern from 
the standpoint of a genuine Bible study. In 
my own church we have substituted the one 
for the other. We have taken the suggested 
studies in the Minor Prophets and our Circle 
Bible Leaders have expanded the material into 
twelve Bible studies—with a social reference. 


By way of conclusion, I must confess that I 
am among those who have found our litera- 
ture largely ineffective. I think we have drifted 
through the years, sinking deeper into our 
typical Presbyterian program of promotion and 
action and interest and buzz sessions and high- 
ways and quests and brainstorming and coun- 
cils and workshops and training schools and 
commissions and accreditations and_ districts 
and chairmen and co-chairmen and commit- 
tees and sub-committees and sub-sub-committees 
.. . until we have lost our primary orientation 
in terms of the Word of God and personal Sal- 
vation and the Living Church of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 


“More Than Conquerors” 
Romans 8:37 


To be a conqueror is good; to be more than 
conqueror is better. ‘To be victorious is fine; 
to be overwhelmingly victorious is still finer. 
Life is a wonderful thing if we can_ live vic- 
torious lives. 


Many are going down in defeat. Some five 
million Americans are defeated today by one 
foe—alcohol. Then millions more are yielding 
their lives to some other form of sin. 


There are millions more who are living what 
might be called fifty-fifty lives. They are not 
on the High Way; neither on the Low Way; 
but living “On the misty flats,” “between the 
two sides.” 


Then there are the ‘Heroes’; the ‘‘More than | 


conquerors,’ who have chosen the “High Way” 
with Christ, their Captain. 


MAY, 15, 1957 


Let us look at life as described in the Bible: 


Life is a Game. Men have always loved to 
play games. This game of life must be played 
according to the “Rules”; the Ten Command- 
ments. Life is a Race. In order to win we will 
have to lay aside every weight and the sin that 
doth so easily beset, and run with patience. Life 
is a Wrestling Match. We are not wrestling 
with flesh and blood, but with great spiritual 


- enemies. Life is a Battle. We must fight the 


good fight of faith; we must endure hardness 
as good soldiers. 


How can I win? that is the Big Question. 
Only one way: “Through Him that loved us,” 
Christ. He “played the game,” kept all the 
rules; He ran the Race; He wrestled with strong 
crying and tears; He won the battle with Satan 
and conquered the world. He is the Champion. 


I. In our battle with self and sin. Paul de- 
scribes this fight in Romans chapter seven, and 
closes with the question, Who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Christ living — 
in us makes us more than conquerors. 


II. In our battle with the World; a world 
full of traps and snares. In the world we shall 
have tribulation. Jesus says to us: Be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world. We need 

‘“world-conquerors”; not the sort that have pa- 
raded before the eyes of men in our history 
books, but the kind that have been “more than 
conquerors,” like the apostle Paul. 


III. In our battle with Satan, “the god of 
this world.” I saw a cartoon recently. It was 
a picture of the Middle East, and of Russia ° 
with a big spoon, and the caption, “Keep Stir- 


ring.” Substitute Satan for Russia, and the 


World for the Middle East, and you have a 
true picture of Satan’s work, and the “wiles of 
the devil.” Only through Christ, Who con- 
quered Satan, can we gain the victory. Christ 
came to destroy the works of the devil. 

J.K.P. 


So much material of historical value is being 
thrown away or burned each year. Please 
allow Austin Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary to help the Church preserve these old 
and historical items for future generations. 
If you have any old Presbyterian newspapers 
or magazines, minutes, books, pictures or 
other items about Presbyterians that you want 
to dispose of, please write: Librarian, Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 106e 
West 27th Street, Austin 5, Texas. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 26 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


4 Man Of Peace In A World Of Strife 


Background Scripture: Genesis 26:1-5, 12-33 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55:6-13 


Isaac is overshadowed by his illustrious father, Abraham, and his interesting, if tricky, son, Jacob. 
Sandwiched between these two he lived a relatively uneventful life without any thrilling adventures 
or outstanding events. His married life has a somewhat romantic beginning, but a sad ending. The 
story of Abraham sending his servant back to his own people to obtain a wife for Isaac and Rebekah’s 
response and return as the bride of Isaac is a lovely love story, and with this sort of beginning we 


would expect these two to “live happily ever 
afterwards.” This was not the case in regard 
to Isaac and Rebekah. After the birth of their 
twin boys a division came in the home, for 
the father was partial to Esau, and the mother, 
to Jacob. This caused strife, confusion, and 
disaster in the family, as we shall see in an- 
other lesson. The scene around the bedside of 
the blind and aged father is anything but 
lovely. Dr. Alexander Whyte blames part of 
it on Isaac. His deathbed “reeks of savory 
meat” and intrigues unworthy of both Isaac 
and Rebekah and Jacob. 


We are not concerned with this side at 
Isaac’s life today, but with his relation to his 
neighbors, or the people around him. The 
Topic is “A Man of Peace in a World of Strife.” 
He lived in the midst cf men who were“‘itching”’ 
to pick a quarrel with this rich sojourner. 
He is a type, or illustration, of the Christian 
in a world torn with strife and war. Some 
Christians have gone so far as to become “Paci- 
fists” who refuse to fight even in defense of 
their country. They cite the words of Jesus 
in the Sermon on the Mount, and many pas- 
sages in the New Testament. Isaac was a “Man 
of peace’; perhaps could be called a “Pacifist.” 
His father, Abraham, was also a man who loved 
peace, but he fought to rescue Lot from his 
captors. Most Christians believe that there are 
times when we have to fight to defend our 
country or in some good cause. 


Isaac 1s a fine example to imitate, however, 
in our personal relationship to those about 
us. We should be men of peace, and do all 
we can to bring peace into the world. We 
have plenty of Scripture to back up such a 
position. (See Matthew 5:34-48; Romans 12: 
17-21; James 3:17-18). Our Golden Text says, 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the children of God. 


Our Devotional Reading tells us that “Ye 
shall go out with joy, and be led forth with 
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peace” and in many prophecies of the Old 
Testament we have promises of a world of 
peace. That will be a blessed time. In the 
meantime, however, we Christians are living 
in a world of strife, confusion, “cold wars” 
and “hot wars.” We cannot be at peace even 
among ourselves. I heard over the radio that 
one of the men trying to mediate between 
labor and management said that it would be 
a “knock down and drag out affair.” That 
describes most of the peace conferences which 
we have. I heard some of the “debate” the 
other day at the United Nations and it was 
disgusting as I had to listen to a tirade against 
our nation. The explanation is very simple; 


“There is no peace, saith my God, to the- 


wicked.”” Wicked men do not have the one 
prerequisite for peace, LOVE. Our study of 
Isaac will help us to see how we can live at 
peace in a world of strife. 


I.. Isaac Commanded to dwell in the land: | 
26:1-5. 


‘There was a famine in the land like the one 
in the days of Abraham, but Isaac is told not 
to go down into Egypt. That seemed to be 
the common procedure whenever a_ famine 
occurred. He was told to sojourn in the land 
and God promised to be with him and bless 
him. He was to trust God to take care of him. 
Perhaps if Abraham had remained in the land 
he would have been spared _ his humiliating 
experience with Pharaoh. However, in the 
verses which are omitted (6-11) we find Isaac 
following the bad example of his father in 
this particular and is rebuked by Abimelech, 
as his father was by Pharaoh. It is sad when 
a child of God has to be rebuked by a man 
of the world, but it is often the case. God 
renews His promises that he had given to 
Abraham. 
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II. Isaac’s Prosperity: 12-16. 


“Isaac sowed in the land, and reaped in the 
same year an hundredfold; and the Lord blessed 
him. And the man waxed great, and went 
' forward and grew until he became very great.” 
_ He had inherited much property from his father 
_ and he increased his possessions until he became 
_ very rich. He got his wealth honestly, not by 
_ trickery and fraud, as Jacob did. Part of his 
_ success was due to his own efforts and wise 
-management, but back of it was the blessing 
of God. The Bible has severe condemnation for 
_ those who get rich by oppressing the poor, or 
by dishonest means and methods. Jesus and 
Paul warn us of the danger of riches. 


On the other hand, we have several rich 
men who were noted for their piety; Abraham, 
Isaac, and Job are three of these good men. 
There are three questions which we ought to 
ask in regard to wealth: How was it obtained? 
How is it being used? and Where do we put 
it? Is it first, or is God first? Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you. We for- 
get the latter part of this verse. God honors 
those who honor Him. I am sure that he pros- 
pers men in business who make it their business 
to honor Him and acknowledge Him in all 
their ways. Some men seem to have a keen 
business ability; everything they touch seems to 
turn to gold. Such men ought to be very grate- 
ful to God for prospering them, and very care- 
ful in using their wealth for His glory. Paul 
gives some excellent advice: Charge them that 
are rich in this world, that they be not high- 
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in 
the living God, who giveth us richly all things 
to enjoy. (I Tim. 6:17). 


“And the Philistines envied him.” We would 
expect this. Isaac was not only rich; he was a 
rich “foreigner”; a sojourner in the land. Much 
of the hatred of the Jews today is due to the 
fact that a Jew usually manages to get his 
share — and more than his share, perhaps — 
of the money that is in the country. It is human 
nature to envy those who have more than we 
have. It is easy to envy rich people and talk 
about them and even hate them. The success 
of Communism is to be explained along these 
lines. They call each other “comrade” and 
talk about all sharing alike. The fact is that 
the leaders of Communism are often rich and 
oppressive. 


Abimelech, seeing all of Isaac’s possessions, 
said to him, Go from us; for thou art much 
mightier than we. He seemed afraid that Isaac 
would become so great that he would be a 
dangerous man to have around, and that there 
would be war between his people and the house- 
hold of Isaac. 
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III. Isaac, the Well-digger: Verse 15, and 17-25. 

The Philistines showed their hostility by 
stopping up all the wells which Abraham had © 
dug. Isaac, as a cattle and sheep raiser, was 
dependent upon a good water supply for his 


flocks and herds. And Isaac dug again the wells 


which had been dug in Abraham’s day and 
renamed them after the names by which his 
father had called them. The naming of wells 


shows us how important they were. Some of 


these old landmarks are still to be seen in 
Palestine. He also dug some other wells. There 
was strife over the first one, and he named 
it Esek, (contention); again, he dug a second 
one, and he called it, Sitnah, (enmity); there 
was no strife over the third one, and he named 
it Rehoboth (broad places). Isaac pursued a 
wise and peaceful course in regard to these 
many wells. 

I wish to call special attention to verse 25. I 
read a sermon on this once and even though 
I have forgotten where, the main points stick 


in my memory. Isaac did three things, which 


was customary; he “builded an altar,” “pitched 
his tent” and “digged a well.” These repre- 
sent the three aspects of life and of the home. 
It was very simple in the days of Isaac; it is 
complex in our day, but the basic facts remain 
the same. The “altar” stands for the religious 
side; a home is not a real Christian home with- 
out an altar. It represents our faith in God. 
A home is not a home without shelter. In 
Isaac’s day that meant a tent; in our day, a 
house. A home is not a home without some 
business, or means of livelihood. The well rep- 
resented that in Isaac’s day. We, too, must have 
our altar, our tent, our well. 
IV. The Covenant with Abimelech: 26-33. 

This was a “treaty of peace.” The chief 
captain of Abimelech’s army came with his 
superior and suggested that they make a cove- 
nant with each other. They talk like modern 
“diplomats”; “We have done unto thee noth- 
ing but good (how about the wells they stopped 
up!) and have sent thee away in peace; thou 
art now the blessed of the Lord.” Abimelech 
seems to have real respect for God. So they 
made a feast, ate and drank together, and made 
this covenant of peace. 

“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceable with all men.” Isaac sets us a 
good example of a man who tried to do this. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 

graphical] edition. A monumental] work that has been for 

nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 

_ teachers and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 

_ literature. Complete in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 26 . 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


How To Pay Our Debt 


Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46 


Hymns: 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated” 
“I Gave My Life for Thee’ 


(The program for this date in Presbyterian 
Youth gives detailed reports on three more 
Christian movements throughout the world. 
They are: (1) An institution of the Reformed 
Church in Holland called Kerk en Wereld 
meaning Church in World; (2) Church World 
Service, the world-wide relief agency of the 
World Council of Churches; and (3) CIMADE, 
the Comite Inter Mouvements Aupres Des 
Evacues, of France.) 


Program Leader: 


Our program last week closed with the idea 
that we are eternally indebted to Christ for all 
that He has done in redeeming us from sin and 
death. We said that we are obligated to spend 
the rest of our lives trying to repay what we owe. 
This idea will seem reasonable to every sincere 
Christian. ‘The question which confronts us now 
is this: How can we best go about repaying our 
debt to Christ? 


We must certainly praise God and express our 
thanks to Him for saving us, but we feel that 
we ought to be doing something more, some- 
thing more concrete. What can we do? We 
cannot make material gifts to Christ. We can- 
not render physical acts of service directly to 
Him. He is Spirit, and has no need of such 
things. The question of acceptable service to 
Christ is solved in His own words when he says, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” Matthew 25:40. We pay our debt to Christ 
by serving His children in His name. 


Our speakers will suggest some ways of serv- 
ing others effectively in the name of Christ. 


First Speaker: 


In the list of services mentione@l by Christ 
in the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew are in- 
cluded some material acts such as_ providing 
food, drink, shelter, and clothing. We can ac- 
tually serve Christ by helping other people in 
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their time of material need. It has been said 
that there is a case of material need within a 
mile of every church. In wealthy America this 
may seem impossible, but those who have taken 
the trouble to make a careful investigation have 
found that there are few, if any, exceptions to 
the rule. The likelihood is very strong that 
there is a case of real material want in the 
neighborhood of our very own church. Let us 
think about it for a few moments. (Pause long 
enough to allow the young people to think about 
what you have said.) Here is an opportunity 
to make a payment on our debt to Christ. 


If there is need in rich America, what about 
the rest of the world? It has been estimated that 
three-fourths of the world’s inhabitants are ill: 
clothed and ill-fed. Our church is mindful of 
this problem and seeks to meet it through the 
work of the Department of Overseas Relief and 
Interchurch Aid. It is likely, however, that not 
too many of the rank and file members of our 
church are very concerned about the matter. 
How long has it been in our church since an 
offering was received or a clothing collection was 
made for this work? Through a self-denial 
offering of our own, or a clothing drive, we can 
make another payment on our debt to Christ. 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 


me. 
Second Speaker: 


Another way of serving Christ is by being 
friends with some of His friendless children. 
In every church, in every school, in every com- 
munity there are people with few, if any, friends. 
Sometimes it seems to be their own fault. The\ 
may be shy, they may have peculiar habits, the\ 
may look unusual, they may be too poor to suit 
our tastes, or they may be too rich, they may 
seem too dull, or they may seem too smart, but 
they all have in common a lack of friends. Has 
the possibility ever occurred to us that Christ 
loves these people and that they love Him? I! 
they are Christ’s friends, they ought to be ours. 
Sometimes all that is needed to draw these people 
out and make their apparent peculiarities val 
ish is for someone to show them a little friend: 
ship. Christ commended those who visited the 
prisoners. What is that but friendship? We can 
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often pay our debt to Christ by being friendly. 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 


me. 
Third Speaker: 


The richest service we can render to anyone 
in the name of Christ is a spiritual service. A 
word of comfort, a word of cheer, a word. of 
encouragement, a word of spiritual instruction 
in the name of Christ is a deed of service to 
Him. By far the richest blessing which we have 
ever received and the most valuable possession 


which we have is eternal life through faith in 


Christ. It is a blessing which is not to be hoarded 

but shared. The finest and most acceptable 
_ service we can render to Christ is to lead others 
to believe in Him that they may become His 
people and our brethren. We can make pay- 
ment on our debt to Christ as we witness to the 
word of His saving power. “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


Program Leader: 


One thing which we should always bear in 
mind as we seek to serve Christ is that whatever 
we do for others, we must do it IN HIS NAME. 
When we seek glory and praise for ourselves 
because of what we do, we are serving our own 
interests, not Christ’s. In order to serve Him 
acceptably, all of our words and deeds must be 
dedicated to His honor and His glory. Only 
then do we begin to make payment on our in- 
debtedness to Him. : 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, May 26, John 4:21-26. Jesus weary 
and thirsty from travel stopped and requested 
a drink of water from a Samaritan woman 
(vv.3-7). Notice in vv. 7-15 how Jesus delib- 
erately led the conversation into spiritual chan- 
nels. Observe the kind of woman she was 
(vv.16-18). Her knowledge of religion was 
rather limited (vv.20,25). What observations 
did she make about Jesus (vv.9,19,29,39) 2? Ob- 
serve how readily Jesus revealed His identity 
to her (vv.25-26). He readily remained among 
her people some days (v.40). Notice how indis- 
posed Jesus was to deal with the religious lead- 
ers of Judaism, Jerusalem (2:23-25). How do 
you explain this contrasting behavior toward 
these Jews and the Samaritans? Beware lest 
a self-sufficient knowledge of religion keep 
Christ from revealing Himself to you as He 
otherwise would. 
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Our 


Presbyterian 
Literature 
offers 


items 


to meet our 
educational 
needs 


Eighty-six different items of edu- 
cational materials are included on the 
current order blank for Presbyterian 
church schools. They include various 
kinds of items to meet our varied edu- 
cational opportunities. 


Bible lessons 
Teachers’ guides 
Program material 


Picture sets 
Story papers 


Devotional magazines 

Magazines for leaders 

Manuals 

Songbooks 

Vacation Church School materials 


Additional listings of materials for 
leadership training courses and special 
adult study courses are available. 
These materials provided through our 
own Board of Christian Education con- 
stitute the materials approved by our 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., for our use. 
They are tailored to meet our needs. 
They include the program of our 
Church. Presbyterian churches in se- 
lecting from them to meet their needs 
can build an effective education cur- 
riculum for their church. 


Our Presbyterian Literature, a 
thirty-two page brochure outlining 
these materials, will be sent to inter- 
ested educational leaders on request. 


Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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Monday, May 27, II Corinthians 4:1-7. In 
vv.1-6 find all you can of the content of the 
Christian message. On whom does it center? 
In what ways is God related to it. (Notice the 
phrases and contexts around each place the 
word “God” is used in vv.1-6)? What results in 
the lives of those who embrace the Gospel 
(v.6)? Summarize Paul’s method of presenting 
it (v.2). What did he consider was his own 
relation to it (v.5)? to those to whom he pro- 
claimed it (v.5)? Because of the very content 
of the Gospel it is not necessary for the Chris- 
tian preacher or teacher, who is prone to yield 
to discouragement, to dilute or pervert it in 
order to obtain results (v.20). Nor is it neces- 
sary for him to center the message around his 
own personality (v.5). Regardless of how 
clearly or attractively the Gospel is presented, 
there will always be those who feel they can- 
not understand or accept it (vv.3-4). 


Tuesday, May 28, Ephesians 4:11-16. God 
has given to each person in the Church a 
talent with which he can perform a particular 
task (vv.7,11). What is the purpose of dif- 
ferent persons having varying talents in the 
Church (vv.12,16)? What is the ultimate goal 
of all work that is done in the Church (vv.13- 
16)? Observe Paul’s concept of the unity of 
the Church (vv.4-6). How would spiritual ma- 
turity on the part of church members con- 
tribute to the unity of the Church (vv.2-3, 
16b)? How would it prevent false doctrine 
among the members of your Church — that 
true unity may exist and that true doctrine 
may be preached. 


Wednesday, May 29, Matthew 25:31-46. Jesus 
Christ is a King. He came to the world the 
first time to suffer, but He is coming the second 
time to reign (vv.31-32). Along with this pas- 
sage (vv.31-46) read Rev. 19:11-16 and 20:11- 
21:4. How do the passages in Revelation in- 
tensify and enlarge the scene in Matthew? Are 
the same basic events pictured? How does 
Matt. 25:31-46 emphasize the place of the in- 
dividual on the Great Day? How do the Revela- 
tion passages present the over-all picture? Some 
day you will stand before the Great White 
Throne (Rev.20:11-12). You will stand in one 
of the two groups (Matt. 25:32-33) and you 
will be rewarded for what you have done in 
the flesh (Matt. 25:34-36,41-43). What do you 
think will be the nature of your reward? 


Thursday, May 30, Luke 6:43-49. Jesus laid 
great stress in not only hearing His words but 
in responding to them in obedience (vv.47-49) . 
From the illustrations used in vv.48-49 how 
would you contrast the inner lives of those 
who respond in obedience to the words of 
Christ and those who do not? In the light 
of v. 48 what would be true of the inner life 
of the one who obeyed Christ? Whatever a 
man is in his heart will sooner or later be 
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revealed in his actions (vv.43-45). Notice that 
the tongue is singled out (v.45b) as the in- 
strument that particularly reveals the heart. 
Yet, even the tongue can be deceitful in pro- 
claiming one thing while actions betray some- 
thing else (v.46). When the floods of life come 
upon you will your actions and words reveal 
a heart that is anchored deep in yieldedness 
to the will of Christ? 


Friday, May 31, Luke 9:57-62. Observe that 
it was in 10:2 that Jesus said “the laborers 
are few.” Yet, preceding that statement, in 
9:57-62, many people offered their services. 
What seemed to be the purpose of Jesus’ reply 
in v.58 to the offer of v.57? Had the man really 
thought through the consequences of his state- 
ment? The excuse offered in v.59 is said to 
still be used in Palestine as a false alibi to 


escape some task. Perhaps the excuse of v.61. 


was of the same nature. Observe the demands 
Jesus made upon those who were to serve Him 
(vv.58,60,62). How do they speak in terms 
of total discipleship? Though Christians today 
are numbered in the millions, what is lacking 
that might cause Christ yet to say, “the labor- 
ers are few’’? 


Saturday, June 1, Philippians 3:7-14. To 
know Jesus Christ personally is the greatest 
privilege that can come to any person. His 
fellowship and presence brings a contentment 
and creates a meaningfulness to life that can 
be found in no other experience. Read through 
vv.7-10 carefully several times to receive the 
full impact of what Christ meant to Paul. Ob- 
serve the prestige and prominence he once knew 
(vv.5-6). Notice Paul’s singleness of mind to 
know Christ (vv.7-10,12-14). Too many Chris- 
tians are unwilling to subordinate the desire 
to push themselves forward to the desire to 
know Christ. Hence they are miserable. Only 
as we desire more than anything else to know 
Christ and obey Him will His presence become 
a rich reality in our lives. | 
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On the 1957 Forward With Christ Theme 
Citizenship 
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“A People and 
Their Prosperity” 
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Whose World Is This? 


From UNDER THE STUDY LAMP 
By Rev. Wm. Crowe, D.D. 


“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” 
—Psalm 24:1. 


According to that statement those of us who 
think that we own some real estate in perpetuity 
will have to revise our thinking. We will there- 
by discover that we are mere temporary tenants 
on the soil that we were thinking was our own. 


“But I paid good money for that land, Mr. 
Crowe, and hold title to it, a deed guaranteed 
by proper legal conveyance. On what basis can 
you argue that it is not mine? The government 
admits that it is mine, evidence of which is 
that it compels me to pay taxes on it. I can 
even put up a no trespassing sign on it, and 
thereby keep my neighbors from crossing my 
property line without my consent. And yet you 
say that my land is not mine. Explain, please.” 


Once upon a time a Methodist bishop, in 
the course of his sermon to a Boston congrega- 
tion suggested the impermanence of earthly pos- 
sessions: that nothing is really ours ‘for good,” 
to use an expression of young America. After 
the service one of his hearers invited the preacher 
to visit his country home with him. So the 
next morning the two arrived at the estate of 
the parishioner. As they stood on a hilltop and 
viewed his broad acres, the owner confronted the 
minister with the question, “And you tell me 
that this is not mine?” “Well, suppose you 
say that to me fifty years from now,” said the 
bishop. 


There are three ways by which property is 
acquired, whether real or personal. One is by 
gift, including both inheritance and person to 
person benevolence. Another is by labor — “by 
the sweat of thy brow’ — whether in the field 
or the shop or the office. Both of these ways 
meet the divine approval. God’s blessing is 
upon them. 


But there is yet a third that merits the con- 
demnation of the Judge of all the earth—vio- 
lence. That is much in evidence in these fateful 
days. Among individuals it is robbery, whether 
by fraud or by force. Among nations it is sub- 
jugation with all its attendant evils. Whose 
world is this? In every age of the history of man- 
kind there have been kingdoms and empires 
obsessed with a passion for world control; not 
one of which ever succeeded. And yet we are 
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threatened with an upsurge of that passion to- 
day. Witness the Soviet movement. 


What will the outcome be? History has al- 
ready answered that question for us. It is indeed 
true that, 


“We are living, we are dwelling 
In a grand and awful time.” 


But a voice is echoing across the ages, “Be 
still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth.” ‘“The earth is the Lord’s, and the full- 


ness thereof.” 


Today 


Today is what you have. It is also what you 
are. And again, today is what you do. If you 
haven’t anything, and aren’t anybody, and do 
nothing — why, then, for you there is no today. 


For today is music. Today is art. Today is 
literature. Today is joy. Today is work. Today 
is play. Today is life! 


Yesterday is no problem — for it is past. To- 
morrow is no problem — for it isn’t here. 


Today is supremacy. Today is the world. Today 


is God. ‘Today is — Opportunity! 


Crowd in upon it, then. —Today — take hold 
upon its faintest chance. Spread your smiles — 
today. Be game — today. Be glad and great 
— today. 


The center of your entire life may revolve 
around today. Above all things do not fear — 
today. And let all worry slide. All things that 
do not count — let them go, too. Work and 


help and love — today. 


For this day will never dawn again. 


—George Matthew Adams 


Boy Taught To Rob 


A twelve-year-old boy robbed a post office in 
Corning, N. Y., all alone. He also stole a gun 
which he used to shoot off the lock of a store 
where he took some money. When police asked the 
boy where he got the idea, he said it was from 
a movie which he saw the day before. 


Such is the power of suggestion wielded by the 
movies, television, and radio. And yet the U. S. 
Supreme Court has recently ruled that it is “un- 


- eonstitutional’ to censor these communication 


mediums on the basis of their moral standards or 
their tendency to teach crime!—Evangel. 
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Dr. Robert Hill Honored 
By Wade C. Smith 


On Tuesday, April 9th last, practically the 
whole city of Tyler, Texas, (population 53,000) 
in various ways paid tribute to one of its most 
valued citizens, an eighty-nine year old minister 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, with a 
record of sixty-seven years of active service in 
preaching the Gospel, the Reverend Robert 
Hill, D. D. His first two years in the pastorate 
were spent in the Cottage Presbyterian Church 
of Nashville, Tenn., the next eighteen years 
as pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church 
of Dallas; then thirty-one years as pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church of Tyler, Texas. By 
reason of coming to the retiring age he was 
retained as pastor emeritus by the Tyler First 
Church; but unwilling to cast off his armour 
he has for the past eleven years shepherded 
the Moore Memorial Presbyterian Church of 
that city, which he helped to organize, although 
almost a nonagenarian. He comes of the “fight- 
ing Irish” stock that refuses to sit down until 
he has to lie down. 
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' The main event in this celebration was a 
service in Dr. Hill’s honor at the First Presby- 
terian Church of Tyler, where the Presbyterians 
and other Protestant denominations of the city 
gathered in force to celebrate the birthday of 
Tyler’s “first citizen.” Included among these 
were 36 of Dr. Hill’s immediate family and 
other kinsmen. A number of brief addresses 
were made, one being the presentation of a 
handsome silver bowl to Dr. Hill, with a quo- 
tation of one of his favorite mottoes: “Seek 
not honors; shirk not responsibility.” In ac- 
cepting the gift he said, ‘““The source, the beauty, 
and the culture of all Christian life comes from 
the Lord. Tonight I shall thank Him for all 
this.” 


Visiting friends and speakers of the occasion 
included Rev. G. M. King, pastor of Highland 
Presbyterian Church; the host, Rev. J. Sherrard 
Rice, current pastor of the First Church, ‘Tyler; 
Dr. S. Brooks McLane, moderator of the Synod 
of Texas (a post once held by Dr. Hill); Dr. 


John F. Anderson, Jr., pastor of the First Pres- 


byterian Church, of Dallas; and Alex McKenzie, 
an elder in the Moore Memorial Church, who 
presided. Paul Grubb, Jr., choirmaster of Christ 


Episcopal Church, sang “The Ninety First 


Psalm.” 


In Dr. King’s address he gave the following 
statistics of Dr. Hill’s pastoral activities in Tyler 
through the past forty two years: His Tyler 
churches grew in membership from 185 to 
965, an increase of 780; conducted 947 marriages 
and 539 funerals; 237 infant baptisms and 492 
adult baptisms. It would be impossible to total 
the pastoral and hospital visits. 


When some eighty years ago an Irish lad 
stepped down the gangway from an Atlantic 
ocean liner and planted his feet on American 
soil there was placed on deposit for many 
thousands of lives (mostly in Texas) in the 
days to come, the richest blessings of God 
through His faithful servant. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Washington—Two ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., were among the five officers elected 
here in April to head the General Commission on 
Chaplains and Armed Forces Personnel. 


Dr. Andrew R. Bird, Sr., pastor emeritus of the 
Church of the Pilgrims, Washington, was re-elected 
treasurer, a position he has held for many years. 
Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, secretary of the Division 


-of Home Missions, Board of Church Extension, 


an Ga., was elected vice-chairman of the 
y. 
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The General Commission is the Protestant body 
which advises with the Armed Forces concerning 
the spiritual welfare of service men, and which 
gives ecclesiastical endorsement for all Protestant 
— before they are admitted to the chap- 
aincy. 


The Presbyterian Church, U.S., has 45 chaplains 
on active duty at the present time, and for many 
years has provided the services with numbers of 
chaplains out of proportion to the size of the 
denomination, because of the unusual support 
given the chaplaincy work from the denomination. 


Dr. Bird, the treasurer of the General Commis- 
sion, is one of two of the original members of the 
body who are still active in it after 40 years. 


Other Presbyterian Church, U.S., representatives 
attending the meeting were the Rev. James Alex- 
ander, assistant to Dr. Pritchard in the Division 
of Home Missions, and Dr. Richard Potter, pastor 
of First Presbyterian Church, Staunton, Va., and 
former chaplain. 


ALABAMA 


Tuscaloosa—The baccalaureate sermon at Still- 
man College will be preached by Reverend Samuel 
Floyd Franklin, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology at 
Stillman College, and the Commencement Address 
will be delivered by President J. F. Drake of 
Alabama A & M College, Normal, Alabama. Both 
our baccalaureate service and the commencement 
will take place Sunday, June 2. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Pine Ridge — On April 7, 1957 the Pine Ridge 
Presbyterian Church celebrated its Sesquicenten- 
nial. The Church was organized February 7, 1807, 
and has been in continuous service ever since. 
A large group of descendants of former members 
and ministers were present, especially of the Rev. 
James Smylie from the old Bethany Church in 
Amite County where his descendants have lived. 
Mr. Smylie organized the Pine Ridge Church. The 
program was carried through with the Rev. Robt. 
M. McGehee, D. D., preaching the morning ser- 
mon on the subject: “The Glorious Church, using 
Ephesians 5:27 as a text. Dinner was served on 
the grounds to hundreds. In the afternoon a 
historical marker was unveiled. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Laurinburg — ‘‘God has things in store for you 
that will astonish your faith,” said Dr. Marshall 
S. Woodson, acting president of the Consolidated 
Presbyterian College, to a gathering of men from 
the Presbyterian Churches of Scotland County, at 
a meeting of the Men-of-the-Church of the Laurin- 
burg Presbyterian Church. “There is no limit 
to the amount of money we can get if we are 
willing to pay the price’”’ declared the minister and 
college executive as he spoke optimistically about 
the future of the Consolidated Presbyterian Col- 
lege which is to be erected in Laurinburg upon an 
800 acre campus already purchased by the trustees 
of the Synod of North Carolina. “The future 
of the college is assured,” said Dr. Woodson, and 
he called upon all the friends of Christian Educa- 
tion to pay the price for building it up, mention- 
ing five areas of effort: 


1. We must be true to the dream of an out- 
standing four-year co-educational Christian liberal 
arts college. | 
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Here’s a g#ft that returns 


you an zucome for life} 


Yes, you both give AND receive when you make 
an Annuity Gift to foreign missions. One of our 
annuitants, a retired missionary, says this: 


“The Annuity Fund provides an opportunity by 
which a lover of the Kingdom may be a channel 
of blessing to benighted souls throughout the 
earth by the investment of funds that will bring 
to him an interest which will compare favorably 
with rates of interest to be secured from the 
leading business concerns of our country.” 


This income, paid semi-annually, is not subject to 
change, is partly tax free, and not a single payment 
has ever been omitted or deferred in over 50 years 
operation. The income rate ranges from 3 to 7.4 
per cent, depending on age. 


If you are interested in this ideal gift and invest- 
ment combined, write for our informative booklet, 
“A Guaranteed Lifetime Investment.” Just address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BOoarRD OF WorRLD Missions 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IW THE Unrreo Stares 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVHAE 1, TENN. 
“To Foreign Missions a Share” 
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PREACHING CLINIC 


James T. Cleland Ben L. Rose 


Massey Mott Heltzel 


Lectures on Preaching 


3401 Brook Road 


PREACHING CLINIC ann COUNSELING WORKSHOP 
July 29 — August 9, 1957 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


W. A. Benfield E. G. Homrighausen Faculty 
John Bright Robert W. Kirkpatrick 
LeRoy Kerney 


Preaching for Evaluation and Critique 


‘Workshops in Sermon Planning 


For further information write: 


Director of Preaching Clinic 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


PASTORAL COUNSELING 


Thomas H. McDill 
William B. Oglesby, Jr. 


Daily Seminars in 
Pastoral Counseling 


Richmond 27, Virginia 


2. We must ourselves maintain the integrity of 
our commitment and insist that our fellow Presby- 
terians throughout the Synod shall not fail to 
be true to the commitments made by Synod. 


3. We must maintain a Christian attitude to 
those earnest people who come up with different 
and confusing ideas about our Synod’s program 
of Christian education; never having malice, in- 
— nor discourtesy in our relations with 
them. 


4. We must give of our money, our energies, and 


our prayers to the great opportunity before us 


for serving youth through Christian education. 


5. We must refuse, under any circumstances, 
to become discouraged. 


Lenoir—Officials of Concord Presbytery, which 
met here in the First Presbyterian Church, stated 
that three ministers had been dismissed to other 
Presbyteries and that three others had accepted 
calls to serve churches in this Presbytery. All 
men were urged to attend the Presbyterian Men’s 
Convention in Miami, Florida, where 12,000 men 


- are expected to gather in October. A report was 


made on the activities of more than 6,000 women 
of the Presbytery. It was announced that 12 
young people would go on a Youth Caravan to 
Mexico this summer. 


Rev. L. T. Edgerton, Concord, was the Moderator 
of the meeting. 


Rev. Archie McKee, host pastor, led the Pres-_ 


bytery in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
following the reading of memorials for ministers 
and prayer for ruling elders who had died during 


the past year. Memorials were read for Rev. Wal- 
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ter D. Furr, Mooresville, Dr. Walter H. Goodman, 
Black Mountain, Rev. Ewell V. Wiley, Statesville, 
Dr. Walter Lingle, Davidson, Rev. R. S. Carson, 
Mooresville. 


Rev. Neill R. McGeachy, Chairman of the Com- 
mission on the Minister and His work, reported 


that Rev. John L. Fain, until recently pastor of 


the First Presbyterian Church, Kannapolis, had 
been dismissed to Everglades Presbytery in Florida 
where he has begun his work as associate pastor 
in the Bethany Church, Fort Lauderdale. 


Rev. H. Reid Newland, minister of the John 
Calvin Church, Salisbury, was dismissed to West- 
minster Presbytery in Florida in order that he 
might become the pastor of the Dade City Church. 
He will begin his work in his new field June 1. 


Rev. Carlyle A. McDonald, pastor of the Pros- 
pect Church, Mooresville, was granted a_ letter 
of transfer to Winchester Presbytery in Virginia 
in order that he might become the pastor of the 
Charles Town, West Virginia, Church, where he 
will begin his new work June 1. 

Rev. C. M. Voyles was received from the Pres- 
bytery of Fayetteville and a commission of Pres- 
bytery was appointed to install him as pastor of 
the Immanuel Church, China Grove, May 5. Mem- 
bers of the Commission are: Rev. ilton B. 
Faust, Salisbury, Rev. H. Reid Newland, Salisbury, 
Rev. John Foster, Statesville, Rev. G. W. Heaton, 
Concord, and ruling elders R. Kannap- 
olis, Locke Neill, Grove, H . McGalliard, 
China Grove. 


Raymond Horne, a senior at Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, was receiv as 
a candidate for the ministry from the Presbytery 
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of Winston-Salem. It was announced that Mr. 
Horne had accepted the call of the Second Pres- 
byterian Church, Mooresville, and will be ordained 
and installed as pastor of this church following 
his graduation from the Seminary. After a sat- 
isfactory examination by the Presbytery, Mr. 
Horne was licensed to preach. A commission was 
appointed to ordain and install Mr. Horne June 
9, 7:30 P. M. Members of the commission are: 
Rev. J. T. Barham, Hickory, Rev. E. P. Moye, 
Mooresville, Rev. James Murray, Cleveland, Rev. 
John Cannon, Kannapolis, Dr. Earnest Beattie, 
Davidson, Mr. J. H. Adams, Statesville. 


Rev. Neill R. McGeachy stated that Mr. W. 
Ned Hollandsworth, Norfolk, Virginia, a senior at 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, had ac- 
cepted the call of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Kannapolis. He will be ordained and installed as 
pastor of the church as soon as the way is clear 
following his graduation from the Seminary and 
reception by the Presbytery. 


The Presbytery gave special recognition to Rev. 
T. L. Kluttz, retired, of Marion, on his birthday. 
Mr. Kluttz is a widely beloved minister in McDowell 
County and has given outstanding service to the 
church and community for many years. 


Fielding Clark, a ruling elder of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Newton, and President of the 
Men of Concord Presbytery, announced that the 
Annual Men’s Rally would be held at Barium 
Springs, September 10. He stated that an attend- 
ance of 1,000 men was expected. Mr. Clark and 
Dr. Sidney A. Gates, Salisbury, spoke on the Pres- 
byterian Men’s Convention to be held in Miami 
October 10-13. The theme of the convention will 
be ‘‘All The Way For Christ.’”’ Some 12,000 Pres- 
byterian men are expected to be present in Miami 
for this great convention. The men are being urged 
to bring their wives and families with them. 


Mrs. E. Johnston Irvin, Concord, President of 
the Women of the Concord Presbytery, reported 
that her group had 6,609 members at the close of 
the past year. She stated that the Women of the 
Presbytery gave $71,735 in 1956. Of this amount 
$47,352 was devoted to benevolences and $24,383 
was given to local church expenses. New organ- 
izations were begun at Love Valley, Statesville, 
Conley Memorial, Marion, and the Larger Parish 
Churches of Burke and McDowell counties. Some 
600 women attended six district conferences and 
900 attended the Golden Anniversary Celebration 
in Salisbury. She said that there were six mis- 
sionary volunteers among the younger women dur- 
ing the year and that four girls were given schol- 
arships for college and graduate school. The 
membership engaged in 118 projects in the various 
church groups. 


Rev. Milton B. Faust reported on the recent 
Cabarrus County Visitation Evangelism effort di- 
rected by Dr. Howard Thompson, Director of Evan- 
gelism for the Synod of North Carolina. He stated 
that 14 churches participated in the program and 
that some 250 visits were made. Results of the 
effort were 42 professions of faith and 29 mem- 
bers received by letter into the churches which 
took part in the visitation. The Presbyterian 
Churches of Rowan County will conduct a similar 
visitation May 12-15. | 


Fred Long, ruling elder, of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Lenoir is Moderator-Nominee for the 
next meeting of Presbytery to be held at Lees- 
McRae College, Banner Elk, July 23, 9 A. M. 


To 
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“BEAUTIFUL MonTREAT” 
In The Land of The Sky 


Montreat College Will Prepare You 
For A Successful Career 


IN THE CHURCH— | 
Youth Worker - Musician - Secretary 


AS A TEACHER— 
Bible - Secondary - Elementary 


AS A MUSICIAN— 
In the Church or in Public School 


AS A NURSE— 
A two-year Pre-Nursing Course 
AS A BUSINESS WOMAN— 
B.S. Degree in Business Education 
or Secretarial Course 


AS A CHRISTIAN ADULT— 
EVERY STUDENT MAJORS IN 


IN A CHRISTIAN HOME— 
The IMPERATIVE NEED for 
EACH generation 


$610 per year for tuition, room, board 


SCHOLARSHIPS from $400 to 
$2,000 available | 
Accepted as doing ACCREDITED 
work by the North Carolina 
Conference and 
North Carolina 
Christ-centered in Faith... 
Bible-Centered in Curricula 
Church-Centered in Organization 


> 
. 


George A. Anderson, Vice-Presiden 
Montreat.N. C. 


MONTREAT SUNDAY — JUNE 2nd 
“Brethren, Pray For Us” 
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OKLAHOMA 


Hugo—The Annual Conference of Presbyterian 
Children’s Homes Workers meeting in Hugo, Okla., 
April 9-11, elected as officers for the current 
year: Dr. Fred A. Walker, Superintendent of 
Presbyterian Orphanage in Farmington, Mo., Presi- 
dent; Dr. Bernard E. Bain, Superintendent of 
Presbyterian Orphans Home, Lynchburg, Va., Vice- 
president; The Rev. Jerry M. Newbold, Jr., Di- 
rector Presbyterian Home and Service Agency, 
Itasca, Tex., Secretary-Treasurer; and The Rev. 
Allen C. Jacobs, Superintendent of Presbyterian 
Orphans Home, Talladega, Ala., Historian. 


The 1958 conference is scheduled for April in 
Farmington, Mo. 7 


The fifteen Children’s Homes of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., serve about 1,800 children 
annually, providing total Christian home care and 
educational opportunity as a Christian ministry. 
Two of the homes have a foster home care program 
in addition. All of the homes are controlled and 
supported by a synod or synods except those in 
Appalachia Synod, which are supported by, and 
controlled by presbytery. They are: Bachman Home, 
Cleveland, Tenn., Knoxville Presbytery; Mountain 
Orphanage, Black Mountain, N. C., Asheville Pres- 
bytery; Grandfather Orphanage, Banner Elk, N. C., 
Holston Presbytery; and Abingdon Children’s 
Home, Foster Falls, Va., Abingdon Presbytery. 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville—The Rev. and Mrs. Keith Crim of our 
Korea Mission announce the birth of a daughter, 
Julia, in Korea on March 29. | 


The Crims have three other children, two sons 
and a daughter. They are scheduled to arrive in 
the United States this summer for furlough. The 
Crims went to Korea in 1952, and have been 
serving in the evangelistic work of the mission since 
that time. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Charles A. Sthreshley of our 
Congo Mission announce the arrival of a son, 
Leonard Lawrence, in Congo on March 16. 


The Sthreshleys have two other children, a 
daughter and a son. 7 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Stixrud. of our Congo 
Mission announce the arrival of a daughter, Donna 
Ruth, in Congo on April 1. 


The Stixruds have two other children. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Day Carper of our Congo 
Mission announce the arrival of a daughter, Edith 
Anne, in Congo on March 31. 


TEXAS 


Commerce — “Day of Prayer for Schools and 
Colleges” was observed April 28 at morning wor- 
ship at the Commerce Presbyterian Church. Guest 
speaker was Dr. Frank Young, dean of the gradu- 
ate school and the school of Education at the 
local Texas State Teachers College. Dr. Young, 
member of the local college faculty since 1924, 
and an influential Methodist layman, spoke on 
“Some Religious Implications of Higher Educa- 


tion.” A native of Dean Young holds 


two bachelor degrees from Texas, the M.A. 
degree from Southern Methodist University, and 
the Ph.D. degree from the University of Texas. 
As well as offering prayer for Presbyterian edu- 
cational institutions and Christian work at other 
institutions, the observance locally further exem- 


MAY, 15, 1957 


plified the harmonious relation between the Com- 
merce church and ETSTC, among whose faculty 
are Presbyterians numbering twelve per cent. 
Earlier in the spring, the interdenominational 
World Day of Prayer service for Commerce was 
held in the Presbyterian Church. 


| 


THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE BIBLE, by Denis 
Baly, Harper and Brothers. $4.95. 


This geography is the result of 20 years con- 
tinuous study of the Holy Land by the author, 
during 17 of which he resided there, traveling over 
all of it in careful research and investigation. He 
was principal of St. George’s Upper School in 
Jerusalem, and is a member of the American Geo- 


- graphical Society, the Royal Central Asian Society, 


and the Royal Asiatic Society. At present, he is 
Visiting Lecturer in Political Science at Kenyon 


College, Ohio. 


This is said to be the first thorough historical 
geography of the Holy Land since that by George 
Adam Smith more than 60 years ago. The his- 
torical viewpoint is confined mainly to the Bible 
history, and the geographical presentation covers 
not only the maps and physical features of the 
land, but its geology, climate, rainfall, vegetation 
and animal life, soil and food products, husbandry, 
and its peoples and the influence of the land on 
them. The author feels that “the Land” and “the 
Book”? are so interrelated that they cannot be 
understood separately. 


There are 20 chapters, 997 separate Scripture 


references, 97 photographs taken by the author 


himself ‘‘to illustrate those features of the country 
which are less commonly known,” 47 maps and 
diagrams, and complete bibliography and indices. 
This is a most illuminating and valuable refer- 
ence study of that ancient land, “whereon the 
history of our salvation had its place,’’ which in- 
creasingly is becoming the vortex of modern history. 


V.W.P. 


THE SAVING PERSON by Angus Dun. Harper 
and Brothers. $2.00. 


The five chapters of the book comprise the sub- 
stance of the 1956 Lyman Beecher Lectures at the 
Yale Divinity School by the Episcopal Bishop of 
the Washington, D. C., diocese. 


Salvation is presented as “‘the Strange Word,” 


- pesurrection as “that perplexing symbol,” and 


Christ as ‘‘the Saving Person,’’ “the ultimate 
Knower and Carer,” “the Reconciler.”” With an 
involved and comprehensive tracing of “life’s im- 
mediacies” through to “the ultimates of life,” the 
author succeeds, indeed, in clothing ‘‘the strange 
word, salvation” with a strange strangeness, from 
which he is never able to free it. 


Probably the clearest summary of his teaching 
is found in the closing pages in the following: 


“The whole Gospel is the story of the coming 
into man’s world of a life-giving Life. It is the 
story of a Life that came from God and went to 
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God. Here the very Truth of God and the very 
Life. of God and the very Love of God are em- 
bodied in a truly human life. And the human life 
is transfigured by the light within it.”’ 


After His death, “terrible doubt possessed those 
who loved Him. ... And then in ways that outran 
all their powers of telling and baffled their under- 
standing His living presence and power were mani- 
fested to them. His strengthening love flowed into 
them. The meaning of His life broke in upon them 
as it never had in the days of His bodily pres- 
ence. . . . They could almost believe now in that 
testimony, ‘He that loseth his life shall find it.’... 
We are still given over to death. But we walk as 
those united in faith with Him who has been lifted 
up out of the passing away that haunts us, bearing 
the wounds of our human wrong, and who offers 
Himself in every present time as the hallowing, 
reconciling life-bringing Presence.”’ 


A NEW TESTAMENT WORDBOOK, by William 
Barclay. Harper and Brothers. $2.50. 


Dr. Barclay, minister of the Church of Scotland, 
is Lecturer in New Testament Language and Lit- 
erature of Glasgow. The book comprises a series 
of 37 vivid, Greek word studies, which appeared 
in the British Weekly. 


“Words,’’-says Dr. Barclay, “are always fasci- 
nating things. . . . It is always possible to trans- 
late words with accuracy when they refer to 
things. But it is a different matter when it is a 
question of ideas. . . . Further, words have asso- 
ciations.”’ 


In these studies, with the faculty of a truly 
great teacher and preacher, he makes these key 
Greek words become vital and vibrant with mean- 
ing, not only to the scholar, but also to the church 
member, who knows no Greek... . Also his analyses 
of the teachings of the words could easily provide 
effective sermon outlines. 


Outstanding examples are the following: 
Ekklesia; The Church of God; Euaggelion: The 
Good News; Lutron... : The Debt and Its Pay- 
‘ment; Parousia: The Arrival of the King. 


_ The whole work is thoroughly evangelical, schol- 
arly, yet thrilling in its simplicity, and is recom- 
mended as a most helpful aid to any Christian 
worker or Bible student. 


THE WHOLE GOSPEL FOR THE WHOLE 
WORLD. Alan Walker. Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


Alan Walker is a widely known contemporary 
Australian Christian. He is familiar with the re- 
ligious and social conditions in Asia, Europe and 
America. He has exercised leadership in Australia’s 
Mission to the Nation in which all communions par- 
ticipated. He has written this book to impress 


upon Christians the importance of giving the whole 


gospel to the whole world by the whole church. 


Dr. Walker argues that evangelism is the central 
task of the church and that it is inconceivable that 
it ever abandoned it. The abandonment of evan- 
gelism as the primary mission of the church, he 
says is the most serious apostasy of the church. 
He believes that God is now speaking loudly to 
the church and Christians must listen. He senses 
that God is stirring His church everywhere to pro- 
claim the whole Christian gospel to the whole 
world. He stresses the fact that the God of the 
Bible is a searching God and He is taking the 
initiative in seeking men and women to win them 
to Himself and to His purposes. 
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A wealth of information to help you 
plan and organize your vacation 
Bible school—place, time, staff, 
finances, publicity, and much more 
—PLUS a complete description of 
the ALL-NEW VBS Course for 1957 


JESUS 


Single theme . . . Ten true-to-the- 
Bible lessons on specific calls to 
Christian action... Graded: Nursery 
through Teen-age... Colorful... 
Complete... Practical . . . Low cost! 


See these fascinating materials and 

get your FREE VBS Planbook 

TODAY at your Bookstore or eS 

STANDARD PUBLISHING £2) 
Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


The church is severely criticized and rightly so 
for its withholding the compelling summons to 
evangelize. Putting his finger on the sore spot in 
the church, Dr. Walker comments, “For decades 
before 1940 evangelism was in eclipse. The major 
churches of the world became sedate, worshipping 
communities. Witnessing congregations were rare. 
Ministers were often content to move among the 


people already linked to the church. The laity felt 
no obligation to direct personal evangelism, at most 


seeking the expansion of the Christian cause by 
proxy through gifts to missionary causes at home 
and overseas. In many a church assembly to be 
labeled as evangelical was to be thought an ex- 


tremist if not a crank. In the club-like atmosphere 


of many a church the driving, passionate concern 
for men who live without Christ and die without 
Him was almost conspicuous in its absence.” 


The author warns the church against the danger 
of abandoning the downtown churches and taking 
the line of least resistance in following the people 
into pleasant suburbia. He observes, ‘Look into 
almost any city and the picture is the same. 
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Churches have closed or moved, creating large spir- 
 jtually depressed areas where men and women 

are largely left to fend for themselves in their 
spiritual life.’’ 


It is a healthy sign, the author notes, that we 
are apparently coming to the end of the period 
of evangelistic apostasy. There are signs that 
evangelistic concern is moving to the center of 
discussion. 

Despite the fact that there are some obvious 
deficiencies in this volume, the author has ren- 
dered a service for which we should be ul, 
especially in confronting Christians with the para- 
mount task of Witnessing for Christ and preaching 
for a verdict. It is also to his credit that he realizes 
that no preacher can be an effective evangelist 
without the power of the Holy Spirit. Rightly he 
insists that no evamgelist ever converts anyone. 
It is all the work of the Holy Spirit. 


John R. Richardson 


_ THE STORY OF THE CROSS. Leon Morris. 
Eerdmans. $2.00. 


Dr. Morris attempts in this volume to present 
the Passion narrative presented in the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. Matthew as one of the Twelve saw 
it. He has a special gift for focusing the reader’s 
thoughts on aspects differing from the usual treat- 
ment of the passion story. Well-known passages 
assume a new meaning and the reader will gain 
a deeper understanding of the story. This work has 
a scholarly und but it also has a devotional 
flavor that will be helpful to the general reader. 
Ministers will discover this exposition to be useful 
in their sermonic preparation. : 


DECISION IN CRISIS—Beverly Madison Currin, 


Jr. Greenwich Book Publishers. $2.00. 


This volume calls for an active faith and decries 
the merely fashionable or nominal Christianity 
that is so often a mask for deep-rooted anxieties 
of soul. It does not offer “positive thinking” or 
the complacency which comes only when the is- 
tian ignores the suffering all around him. Instead 
he reminds us forcefully of Christ’s demand that 
all who follow Him must take up the cross and bear 
it to the end. The author indicts false prophets 
and teachers but he does not stop with indictment. 
Again and again he warns that no nourishment 
save the Bread of Life, the Gospel alone will help 
us in our hunger. For we have a decision to make 
— a decision in crisis. The crisis is our own. We 
can and must choose Christ Crucified if we are to 
be saved in every sense. : 

—J.R.R. 


We Keep a Bible in Our Kitchen 


Where do you keep your Bible? Does it 
sit behind the glass doors of the bookcase— 
sort of out of reach? Is it on the table beside 
_your bed where it gets read only occasionally? 
Why don’t you give it new availability and 
use? Why not put it in the kitchen? | 

The first time I saw a Bible in a kitchen 
was at the home of new neighbors. I thought 
that perhaps one of their children had left 
it there after Sunday school. As we became 
better acquainted and did much visiting back 
and forth I learned that the Bible was kept 
there on purpose. I’ve learned since that the 
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Bible is as much at home in a kitchen as any- 


where, and now it is in our kitchen too. 


Why keep the Bible in the kitchen? In the 
first place, because the kitchen is where most 
families spend a great deal of their time. Keep- 
ing the Bible in sight keeps it in mind. 


As a mother enjoying my “they’re-off-to-school- 
at-last” cup of coffee in the morning, I reach 
for the Bible, read a few verses and restore my 


serenity. 


I don’t want my family to feel obliged to 
read the Bible. I want them to read it for 
their own knowledge, pleasure, guidance and 
satisfaction. 


As we wash and dry dishes we play games 
and learn Bible lore. One asks, “Who was 
Ruth?” The other player must answer. Or we 
vary the game by telling something about a 
Bible Character, and the other must identify 
the person. 

Spelling games are also fun. How about it— 
can you spell Canaan or Methuselah? For this 
game we have found it best to select a category 
such as names of people, places or cities. Such 
games encourage the children to read and study 
the Bible so they can stump the rest of us. In 
thinking up the questions, as well as in finding 
the answers, we learn. 

Many times over our bedtime snack in the 
kitchen we grownups have discussed certain pas- 
sages. “What do you think is meant by the 
Bible when it says—?” is a leading question. 
Often we come to no definite conclusion, and 
each of us still holds his own opinion; but we 
have given our answers and in so doing have 
gained insight and understanding of one an- 
other, sometimes of ourselves as well. 

A kitchen is usually thought of as the place 
to prepare and partake of food. With a Bible 
in the kitchen we feed our minds and souls as 


well. 
| —From Bible Society Record 


By Lavonne Mathison 


War Prisoners Hand-Copy 
New Testament 


A German prisoner of war, recently released by 
the Russians, related this unusual incident of how 
the Scriptures were circulated in Russia. When he 
was taken captive, according to Bible Journal, this 


- young man successfully retained his New Testa- 


ment. Other prisoners heard about it and asked 
to borrow it so they could make copies for their 
own use. The absolute dearth of writing paper 
made this impossible until some old cement sacks 
made of heavy wrapping paper were discovered. 

Little by little, ten hand-written copies of the 
New Testament were made secretly by the pris- 
oners during their spare time. The copies were 
then handed out to other prisoners when they 
met in deepest secrecy for an occasional meeting 
of worship and prayer. 
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